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Middle East - ECHOES IN Us





 Open Forum: Facilitated Dialogue

 on the Heart of the Matter.
Date: 
Thursday 23rd November 2006 

Venue:
 Friends Meeting House, 

Ship Street, Central Brighton, 

Time     6.30pm – 9.15pm

DIALOGUE ON OUR CURRENT COMMUNITY CONCERNS

The on -going conflict in the Middle East, including Lebanon, Israel and for Palestinians has deeply affected many of us around the world. Many here are conscious of the devastating consequences on those affected directly. There are various complex reasons for the conflict on all sides. And, many of us no -longer feel it’s just ‘over there’ - that the problems affecting this part of the world are mirrored elsewhere. Their impact is felt internationally and nationally, in tensions within our communities and in our own hearts and minds.

Much attention has been paid to underlying issues that impact on this war, but often this debate seems to happen at a degree removed from us. Lots of us have strong viewpoints, feelings and/or experiences that could be essential and valuable for our communities.

This Open Forum is an attempt to bring together in a facilitated environment, women and men of diverse cultures and religions: It is a space for Dialogue and Cohesion on the issues which both unite and divide our local and global communities as they affect our own lives here and now.- This will be led by a team of very experienced conflict facilitators.

Space will be provided for the interaction of viewpoints, feelings and personal stories-historical or current. These can interact more deeply with careful facilitation. When these are expressed openly, it provides us with the possibility of deeper understanding. We can learn about the experiences of others as well as about our own reactions to those with opposing views. This may enable new ways of thinking about our differences and maybe help us find common threads. 

Time will be provided for small groups and networking. The event will be led by a diverse team with a wide range of experience in conflict facilitation.
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